
SEVEN
Mandelring
Quartet
Mon, Mar 22, 2010
Franz Joseph Haydn
Quartet in D major,
Opus 33, No. 6

Dmitri Shostakovich
Quartet No.10 in A flat
major, Opus 118

Ludwig van Beethoven
Quartet in F major,
Opus 59, No. 1

This highly accomplished
ensemble comprising
three Schmidt siblings and
violist Roland Glassl, has
already appeared in our
series three times. Their
playing is remembered for
its penetrating sense of
architecture, artistic insight
and clarity of tone. They
have eloquently expressed
their principles – “Making
music freely and 
independently – that is
what makes quartet
playing such a dream
of a profession.”

“A beautifully homogenous
ensemble with nobility
and spirit”
Stadt-Anzeiger Cologne

THREE
Syzmanowski
Quartet
Tue, Nov 3, 2009
Johann Sebastian Bach
Selection from
Die Kunst der Fuge

Felix Mendelssohn
Quartet in D major,
Opus 44, No.1

Karol Szymanowski
Quartet No.1 in C major

Franz Joseph Haydn
Quartet in C major,
Opus 76, No. 3 “Emperor”

We welcome back this
dynamic ensemble that
electrified us with their
concert in 2008. Formed
in 1995 by two musicians
from Poland and two
from Ukraine, they have
become known for their
superb technical control,
innate musicality, and an
extraordinary sense of
ensemble.

“Their intonation and
blend are impeccable.
They don’t so much bow
the strings as brush them
with silk, or so it sounds.”
London Times

ONE
Takács Quartet
Tue, Oct 6, 2009
Ludwig van Beethoven
Quartet in E flat major
Opus 74 “Harp”

Dmitri Shostakovich
Quartet No.11 in F
minor, Opus 122

Ludwig van Beethoven
Quartet in B flat major,
Opus 130

Each visit of this superb
quartet brings us fresh
musical insights. We
can fully agree with the
comment –“such are
the Takács’ sensibilities
that the listener feels
they are being led to
the heart of every
composer they play.”

They have awards from
Gramophone Magazine
for their Bartók and
Beethoven recordings
and in 2005 they won
both the Disc of the
Year and Chamber
Music Awards from BBC
Music Magazine for
their late Beethoven
quartets recording.  

TWO
The Chamber
Music Society of
Lincoln Center
Sun, Oct 25, 2009
Claude Debussy
Première rhapsodie for
clarinet and piano
Sonata in G major for
violin and piano

Maurice Ravel
Sonata for violin and
cello

Olivier Messiaen
Quartet for the End of
Time

“Everyone listened
reverently, with an
almost religious respect
…Not one person stirred”
recalled the cellist who
played the première of
French composer
Olivier Messiaen’s
extraordinary “Quartet
for the End of Time”.
These players couple
this transcendental
masterpiece with
works by Messiaen’s
countrymen, Debussy
and Ravel, highlighting
the unique mystique,
elegance, and
atmospheric beauty
of French music.

FOUR
Kavafian - Schub -
Shifrin Trio
Tue, Nov 17, 2009
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Trio in E flat Major, K.498
“Kegelstatt”

Béla Bartók
Contrasts for violin, clarinet
and piano (1938)

Igor Stravinsky
L’Histoire du Soldat

William Bolcom
Catwalk - Rag Suite

After 25 years of friendship
and music-making, violinist
Ani Kavafian, pianist
Andre-Michel Schub and
clarinetist David Shifrin –
each a true virtuoso and
a member of the
Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center – come
together as a trio with
undeniable chemistry,
performing with nearly
every major orchestra
around the world and
in recital at the major
concert halls.  To quote
them – “The spontaneity,
the excitement and the
fun we have playing
together is beyond what
we ever anticipated.”

FIVE
Menachem Pressler
and friends
Sun, Jan 17, 2010
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Quartet in E flat Major for
piano and strings, K.493

Antonín Dvorák
Quartet in E flat major for
piano and strings, Opus 87

T.B.D.

Menachem Pressler is well
known as the indefatigable
leader of the Beaux Arts
Trio for more than 50 years.
He is now continuing his
illustrious career by having
three outstanding musicians
join him in a program of
the piano quartet literature.
His colleagues are
Alexander Kerr, violin;
Kim Kashkashian, viola;
Antonio Meneses, cello.

SIX
Vienna Piano Trio
Mon, Mar 1, 2010
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Trio in E major, K542

Robert Schumann
Fantasiestücke, Opus 88

Johannes Brahms
Trio in C major, Opus 87

Acclaimed for presenting
classical music with a
modern appeal, the trio
has won numerous prizes at
international competitions.
The group’s recordings
have won many awards,
including the British
magazine Classic CD’s
“Top of the Class” award
in 1999 and the London
Times’ “Classical Album of
the Year” in 2000. Their
recording of Dvorák was
chosen as the 1996
“Record of the Year” by
BBC3 Radio.

They have been hailed by
The Washington Post as
one of the “world’s leading
ensembles of piano, violin,
and cello.”

EIGHT
Emerson String
Quartet
Tue, Apr 20, 2010
Antonín Dvorák
Selection from Cypresses
Quartet in E flat major,
Opus 51
Quartet in G major,
Opus 106

The Emersons have been
playing for us since 1979
and we take great pride
in being one of their early
sponsors and in having
presented them throughout
their outstanding career.
They have retained their
vitality and freshness and
every performance is
a model of musical
communication. They
have received three
Gramophone Magazine
Awards and a remarkable
eight Grammy Awards.

NINE
Trio Jean Paul                            
Tue, Apr 27, 2010
Clara Schumann
Trio in G minor, Opus 17

Johannes Brahms
Trio in C minor, Opus 101

Felix Mendelssohn
Trio in C minor, Opus 66,
No.2

After First Prizes at the
international competitions
in Osaka, Melbourne and
the German Music
Competition, an extensive
concert career has
developed for the Trio
Jean Paul. Founded in
1991, their polished
music-making exhibits
immaculate craftsmanship
and subtly layered
nuances. We welcome
their Vancouver debut.

“Trio Jean Paul combined
an extraordinary degree
of mutual understanding
and suavity with an
exceptionally developed
responsiveness to
dramatic and colouristic
potential...the audience
was rocked by stormily
emotional but always
cultured playing.”
The Strad 

TIMES AND
LOCATIONS
Five of the concerts are
on Tuesday evenings at
8pm at the Vancouver
Playhouse (Hamilton at
Dunsmuir, Vancouver).

The exceptions are:

TWO
The Chamber Music
Society of Lincoln Center
Sunday, Oct 25, 2009
Vancouver Playhouse,
at 3pm

FIVE
Menachem Pressler
and friends
Sunday, Jan17, 2010
Unity Church (42nd at Oak)
at 3pm

SIX
Vienna Piano Trio
Monday, Mar 1, 2010
Vancouver Playhouse,
8pm

SEVEN
Mandelring Quartet
Monday, Mar 22, 2010
Vancouver Playhouse,
8pm

FRIENDS OF CHAMBER MUSIC
2009-2010 ORDER FORM

SUBSCRIPTION QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL

Full 9 Concert Series $265 ea

Additional Tickets
with the purchase of
a 9 concert series
or
Pick Your Own Series
a minimum of 5 concerts
or
New Subscribers Only
pick any 3 concerts

1 Takács Quartet $36 ea

2 Lincoln Center $36 ea

3 Syzmanowski Quartet $31 ea

4 Kavafian, Schub, Shifrin $36 ea

5 Pressler and  friends $36 ea

6 Vienna Piano Trio $31 ea

7 Mandelring Quartet $31 ea

8 Emerson Quartet $36 ea

9 Trio Jean Paul $31 ea

Open Vouchers
minimum 5 $38 ea

Student Vouchers
Full-time students only.
Include copy of student ID $15 ea

Regular Single Tickets
without subscription

1 Takács Quartet $40 ea

2 Lincoln Center $40 ea

3 Syzmanowski Quartet $35 ea

4 Kavafian, Schub, Shifrin $40 ea

5 Pressler and friends $40 ea

6 Vienna Piano Trio $35 ea

7 Mandelring Quartet $35ea

8 Emerson Quartet $40 ea

9 Trio Jean Paul $35 ea

Tax Deductible Charitable Donation
Your generous support is greatly appreciated $

TOTAL
Thank you $

Please complete the reverse

ˇ

ˇ

ˇ

Takács
Quartet

Ani
Kavafian

David
Shifrin

Jakob Koranyi

AnneMarie
McDermott

Szymanowski
Quartet

Andre
Michel
Schub

Ani
Kavafian

David
Shifrin

Menachem
Pressler

Vienna
Piano

Trio
Emerson
Quartet

Mandelring
Quartet

Trio Jean Paul



� Renewing Subscriber 

� New Subscriber

Name

Address

City

Postal Code

Telephone (Home)

Telephone (Business)

E-mail address

Indicate the name(s)
you wish to appear
on the donor list

Method of Payment

� Cheque (payable to Friends of Chamber Music)

� Mastercard     � Visa

Credit Card Number

Expiry Date

Signature

Please clip and mail or fax your completed
form to

Friends of Chamber Music
PO Box 38046, RPO King Edward Mall
Vancouver, BC, V5Z 4L9
Fax  604-437-4769

To order tickets on line visit
www.friendsofchambermusic.ca
and click “Tickets”

2009
2010
SIXTY-SECOND
SEASON

TAKÁKS QUARTET

THE CHAMBER
MUSIC SOCIETY OF
LINCOLN CENTRE

SYZMANOWSKI
QUARTET

KAVAFIAN - SCHUB -
SHIFRIN TRIO

MENACHEM
PRESSLER
AND FRIENDS

VIENNA PIANO TRIO

MANDELRING
QUARTET

EMERSON STRING
QUARTET

TRIO JEAN PAUL

Takács Quartet
Tue, Oct 6, 2009
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

The Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center
Sun, Oct 25, 2009
Vancouver Playhouse, 3pm

Syzmanowski Quartet
Tue, Nov 3, 2009
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

Kavafian - Schub - Shifrin Trio
Tue, Nov 17, 2009
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

Menachem Pressler and friends
Sun, Jan17, 2010
Unity Church, 3pm

Vienna Piano Trio
Mon, Mar 1, 2010
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

Mandelring Quartet
Mon, Mar 22, 2010
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

Emerson String Quartet
Tue, Apr 20, 2010
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

Trio Jean Paul                            
Tue, Apr 27, 2010
Vancouver Playhouse, 8pm

Please note: No refunds or exchange.
Artists and programming are subject to change
without notice

SUBSCRIPTION AND
TICKET INFORMATION
Full 9 Concert Series
All 9 concerts for $265 saves 21% over regular
ticket prices.

Additional Single Concert Tickets
Order at the reduced price with the purchase of
your subscription.

Student Vouchers
Pick your own series with vouchers at only $15
each and save up to 62%.

Open Vouchers
Purchase 5 or more open tickets for $38 each
and attend the concerts of your choice. No
exchange for tickets necessary; just arrive at the
door and present the voucher. This option
makes it easy to come on short notice, to bring
friends, or to give open vouchers as gifts.

Introductory Offer for New Subscribers
Choose any 3 concerts at the reduced price.

Pick Your Own Series
Choose five or more concerts at the reduced
price.

Single Tickets
Prices range from $35 to $40.
Please refer to the Order Form panel.

Single Tickets are also available from Tickets
Tonight at 604.684.2787 or online at
www.ticketstonight.ca (after September 1, 2009)

Please clip and mail or fax the completed order
form to
Friends of Chamber Music
PO Box 38046
RPO King Edward Mall
Vancouver, BC, V5Z 4L9
Fax  604-437-4769

For more information
604-437-5747 or
fcmtickets@yahoo.co

To order tickets on line visit

www.friendsofchambermusic.ca
and click “Tickets”

WELCOME
Our favourite quote about chamber music was written by
Sir Henry Hadow:

“There is no kind of music in which it is more difficult to write
a masterpiece, for there is none where the composer retires
so intimately to the very centre and fastness of his art; it is
an art  as pure as sculpture and as enduring. No other form
of music has such powers to engage our attention and
keep it unflagging to the end.”

We are proud to present musicians whose consummate
skill and dedication to this art take us to the core of what
Sir Henry admired.

In spite of limitations placed on our programming options
by the Olympic cultural events schedule, we have succeed
in assembling a varied program of concerts by superb artists.
For our devoted followers of that core of the chamber
music literature, the string quartet, we bring the Emerson,
Takács, Mandelring and Szymanowski quartets.  For friends
of the piano, in addition to two piano trios, we have an
ensemble created by the incomparable Menachem
Pressler to present some of the too seldom heard piano
quartet literature. For further variety, works we have even
less opportunity to hear will be performed by two ensembles
from the talented Chamber Music of Lincoln Center featuring
the eminent clarinetist, David Shifrin.

Join  us – be curious – it’s a feast of great music awaiting you.

SUSTAINING DONATIONS
Ticket income covers only 70% of our costs. The difference
is made up by contributions from generous subscribers. This
is the only time we ask for support and we welcome all
contributions, as they enable us to maintain the high
standards of performance we enjoy at the lowest prices
of any comparable series in Vancouver.

PLANNED GIVING
For many years we have been the fortunate beneficiary of
bequests from our members and we hope this generosity
will continue. There are other ways you can make a gift to
us and your financial adviser or lawyer will assist you. Some of
these are:

Securities gift – there is a significant reduction in
income tax on your capital gains.

Life insurance
Annuities
Charitable remainder trusts

We would be pleased to help you with information.
Telephone Eric Wilson at 604-437-5747.

KUDOS FROM THE CRITICS
Emerson Quartet
“The performances were everything we have come to
expect from this superb ensemble: technically resourceful,
musically insightful, cohesive, full of character and always
interesting.”  The New York Times

Kavafian - Schub - Shifrin Trio
“The musicians revealed a seamless rapport from the start of
the program in Mozart’s Kegelstatt Trio. This is music originally
written for friends, and that’s exactly how it sounded here –
conversational, easygoing, familiar, playful. Technical polish
and supple collaborative instincts carried the Kavafian-
Schub-Shifrin Trio with equal aplomb through Bartók’s spicy,
dynamic Contrasts.”  Baltimore Sun

Takács Quartet
“With the Takács Quartet on their current form, when only
superlatives seem to do, there is a risk of indulging in
hyperbole. But the fact is: they are peerless.”  Baltimore Sun

Szymanowski Quartet
“The Szymanowski Quartet? A name you will need to remember.
...The Mozart hall witnessed a Schubert that by no means
represented a painstakingly worked-out concept, but was
completely born from the moment, with the players savouring
each cantilena, climax and depressive break-down. ...in
Beethoven’s early String Quartet in G major, Op.18, No.2 the
Polish artists thoroughly sounded out every single nuance
without losing the drive of irresistible youthfulness, while draping
two movements of an early Rachmaninov quartet inspired by
the melodies of Tchaikovsky in a beautiful bel canto.”
Stuttgarter Nachrichten

Mandelring Quartet
“Their performances are exemplary: technically perfect,
wonderful in sound, secure in understanding of style and
idiom and responsive to every nuance of color, mood and
expression.”  Strings

Trio Jean Paul
“Speaking of trios, there’s one from Germany that may well
be setting a new gold standard for technical fluency and
expressive impact. Trio Jean Paul gave an electrifying
performance Sunday night for the Shriver Hall Concert Series,
a performance so rich in character, so full of ideas that I
hated for it to end.”  Baltimore Sun

Vienna Piano Trio
“Interpretively the group was full of surprises. The Larghetto of
the Mozart was couched in a peculiar blend of soulfulness
and courtly grace, qualities that might normally tug at each
other but here sounded like natural partners. In Schumann’s
“Fantasiestücke” (Op. 88), the coloration was dark and the
accenting slightly outsize, as if to magnify Schumann’s
eccentricities. Yet there were also touches of his quirky humor
and, in the “Duett” movement, both drama and haunting
beauty.”  New York Times
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